[Description and investigation of an outbreak of extended-spectrum beta-lactamase producing Escherichia coli strain in a neonatal unit].
An outbreak of colonization and infection with an Escherichia coli strain producing extended-spectrum beta-lactamase (ESBL) occurred in a neonatal unit : a high rate of cases was observed, 27/59 neonates were colonized : one of them developed meningitis with favourable outcome and another baby developed conjunctivitis. Despite intensive efforts to control the outbreak by standard methods of hand hygiene, patients screening and isolation, the spread was uncontrolled and the unit was closed to all admission in order to stop the outbreak. The investigation was not able to identify a single outbreak's source. Emergence and spread of ESBL producing E. coli strains from community and hospital acquired infections are a significant public health problem with difficult choice of treatment for serious infections.